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1 . S This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 1 1/10/04 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 19 June 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to Applicant's received on 1 1/10/04, all requested changes to the 
claims have been entered. 

2. In view of Applicant's amendment the 35 (JSC 112 rejection has been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant's arguments, see page 5, filed 1 1/10/04, with respect to claims 1-15 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-15 have 
been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-15 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: As stated by 
the Applicant on page 5 of the remarks section, none of the prior art disclose in 
combination with the other limitations a digital image processing method for locating 
human eyes in a digital image, comprising detecting human iris color pixels in the skin 
colored region irrespective of the brightness of the skin colored region. Thus claim 1 is 
allowable. Claims 2-14 are dependent on claim 1 and thus are allowable for the same 
reason. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B Strege whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8679. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between the hours of 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on (703) 308-5246. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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